PREFACE TO THE NEW IMPRESSION OF
THE SEVENTH EDITION
THIS reprint goes to press at a time when Europe is torn by war.
It is impossible, even if it were desirable, to rewrite at present the
sections on those countries whose status or whose boundaries have
been changed up to the present by the course of the war, and so
the book as a whole has been reprinted unchanged. Throughout,
the expression " pre-war " refers to the Great War of 1914-18.
It may be useful, however, to recall the general sequence of
recent events. In the spring of 1938 Germany, following a declared
policy of uniting all German-speaking peoples, seized and incor-
porated in the German Eeich the German-speaking republic of
Austria. In September, 1938, France and Britain reluctantly
agreed to the German occupation of those borderlands of Czecho-
slovakia inhabited largely by German-speaking people, and at the
same time sections of southern Slovakia with a large Hungarian
population were added to Hungary. In March, 1939, Germany
went beyond the territories inhabited by German-speaking peoples
by occupying the rest of Czechoslovakia, declaring Bohemia,
Moravia and Slovakia " protectorates." The eastern extension of
Slovakia (Euthenia) passed to Hungary. Alarmed by this German
aggression, Great Britain and France guaranteed the integrity of
Poland, and so, when Germany invaded Poland, war was declared
between the Allies (Britain and France) and Germany on September
3,1939. Germany had already annexed Memel and its neighbour-
hood (Memelland) from Lithuania and then seized Danzig. As
German forces swept over Poland from the west, Eussia invaded
the country from the east. In a few weeks Warsaw and many
other Polish cities were reduced to ruins, and Germany and Eussia
divided the country between them, a small tract around Vika
being handed over to Lithuania.
Eussia then proceeded to consolidate her position in eastern
Europe while Germany attacked one country after another in
western Europe. Before 1914 the Eussian Empire had extended
to the Baltic Sea, but in 1919 only a very small section of coastland
around Leningrad at the head of the narrow Gulf of Finland
remained in Eussian hands. In 1939 the U.S.S.E. demanded and
obtained naval and air bases in Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania, but
Finland refused Eussian demands. Eussia' thereupon attacked